TROOP 66 MERIT BADGE PROCESS

You can learn about sports, crafts, science, trades, business and future careers as you earn these merit badges. There are more than 121 merit badges. Any Boy Scout may earn any merit badge at any time. You don't need to have had rank advancement to be eligible.

1) Pick a Subject
Read the requirements of the merit badges you think might interest you. Pick one to earn. Your Scoutmaster or your Merit Badge Coordinator will give you the name of a person from a list of counselors. These counselors have special knowledge in their merit badge subjects and are interested in helping you. You will be given a registered counselor from Troop 66 or one from the list for our District.

2) Scout Buddy System
You must have another person with you at each meeting with the merit badge counselor. This person can be another Scout, your parent 01 guardian, a brother or sister, a relative, or a friend.
3) Call the Counselor
Get in touch with the merit badge counselor and tell him or her that you want to earn the merit badge. Tell your Scoutmaster or your Merit Badge Coordinator who you are working with and get a signed merit badge application (blue card).
The counselor may ask you to come and see him/her so he/she can explain what he/she expects and starts helping you meet the requirements. When you know what is expected, start to learn and do the things required. Ask your counselor to help you learn the things you need to know or do. You should read the merit badge pamphlet on the subject. Check the Troop library for it or pick it up from a Scout store.
4) Requirements
You are expected to meet the requirements as they are stated — no more and no less. You are expected to do exactly what is stated in the requirements. If it says "show or demonstrate," that is what you must do. Just telling about it isn't enough. The same thing holds true for such words as "make", "list", "in the field", "collect", "identify", and "label". Let your Scoutmaster or your Merit Badge Coordinator know if your Merit Badge Counselor is not following the requirements.
5) Eagle Required Merit Badges
These badges are important in that they define the character of the Scout. Troop 66 will take extra care to ensure that the Scout devotes the time to earn these badges. Accordingly, Scouts shall take these badges while working one-on-one with an identified registered counselor. Troop 66 has at least one counselor for each of the Eagle Required Merit Badges. You can choose a registered counselor from Troop 66 or one from our District. From time to time these merit badges are offered by the Troop in a small class setting where each Scout completes the badge individually with the counselor.
6) Summer Camp Merit Badges
The process is different when a Scout works on merit badges at summer camp. A list of offered badges from the summer camp along with the prerequisites for each badge will be given out at registration time. Scouts are expected to complete the prerequisites prior to camp. Blue cards are given out the first night at summer camp. Troop leaders will mark down the badges the Scouts will be working on and check that they have done the pre-work. Any Scout that has not done the pre-work has a chance to earn a partial at camp and complete it with a counselor when he is back in Edison.
7) Merit Badge Fairs
These are an opportunity to earn elective badges that are not covered by local counselors. Experience has shown that time frames are compressed and accelerated at fairs so you may not be able to complete all the requirements there. You are expected to complete all listed pre-requisites before getting a blue card to go. It is not recommended that Eagle Required Merit Badges be taken at a fair because the Scout needs to devote the time to earn these (See #5). However, if your counselor agrees, you may satisfy some of your requirements there.
8) Show Your Stuff
When you are ready, call the counselor again to make an appointment to meet the requirements. When you go take along the things you have made to meet the requirements. If they are too big to move, take pictures or have an adult tell in writing what you have done. The counselor will ask you to do each requirement to make sure that you know your stuff and have done or can do the things required.
9) Get the Badge
When the counselor is satisfied that you have met each requirement, he or she will sign your application. Give the signed application to the Advancement Chairperson (Beth Nichols). The Advancement Chairperson will secure the merit badge for you.
